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KWEIYANG, CAPITAL OF KWEICHOW PROVINCE 


In this capital city, so crowded that the government 
is asking the schools to move out, hoping that will 
take the pupilst families too, China's newest Y.W.C.A. 
has chalked up on its achievement list for the last 
quarter of the year the securing of a headquarters of 
two rooms on a court, and a student hostel for 20 girls. 
The crying need for arother hostel other than for stu- 
eer Slee | Ea i dents has sent the two staff members wearing out their 
he P| =, F k shoe soles looking for a place. A hostel secretary is 
Re any on the way to them; girls are being turned down daily. 
Pile et They could fill a hostel over night if they could find 
THIS IS THEW Y.W.C.A one. The Y.W.C.A. is also doing its share in student 

relief through a joint committee for men and women, 

and has given the students classes in first aid (neces- 
sary in a city subjected to bombing), a welcome reception, a Christmas party, 
and hours of individual counselling as the students come at all hours. 
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But this accomplishment that fills Maud Russell, reporting from Kweiyang, 
with pride is not only 4,000 people at a women’s meeting sponsored by the Y.W.C.A., 
but the work ef volunteers “always on the job, running in, decorating for a party, 
writing for the newspapers. The general secretary gets her volunteers here, then 
gees about her own business. It is just grand to see women caring about this new 
Y,W.C.A. Yesterday the editorial committee met - worked by themselves, while the 
secretary and I worked at her desk on something else! And how the women gravitate 
to this Y.W.C.A, from everywhere! The Committee is quite alert to the necessity 
of building this Movement into Kweiyang; mass education, home-maker clubs, current 
events group, are program items soon to start. It is a joy working with these 
committee women, this is their Y.W.C.A.!" Future plans include also a training 
class for women servants, a clinic for well babies, a bath house, and budget 
raising. 


To quote Miss Russell again, "The Committee are eager to raise money here 
locally (to supplement grants from the National Emergency Fund), have already got 
a couple of hundred dollars in contributions. The initial effort is to get sup- 
porting sponsors = and this will be a preliminary step towards memberships. I 
am very pleased with the sense of local financial responsibility. We do have a 
grand chance here to work, and to draw attention to t pr AS6oCiatson. Already in 
these two months the Chinese secretary has made thee epceldt ich & Nees known 
and accepted social organization." hor 
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CHANGSHA 


Winifred Galbraith writes ~ "Then came the fire, The 
Y.W.C.A. was not burned, though all the houses round are 
gone. You just can't imagine the desolation. Inside the 
city on the main roads there is hardly a building left. 


CHANGSHA 






"T am asked to make plans for spending the money the 
Central Government has given for relief. It does not look 
as if there will be big refugee camps here, but there is 
great need for mass education work as all the educated 
people have gone and the people do not understand the poli- 
cies of the government. 





THEN CAME THE FIRE’ 


"Since the Japanese advance seems to be delayed, peo~ 
ple are flocking back to Changsha and the whole situation is really terrifying. There 
were 20,000 people in a city two weeks ago now there must be 100,000 and they build 
themselves little huts out of the wreckage and do small trading on the street and 
get along that way. At first there was nothing to buy, but now people are bringing 
in goods from the country and other towns and selling them at high prices, 


"IT have opened a work room in the Y,W.C.A., taken on 20 women and we have 
made a stock of padded clothes and bedding. Today I am taking on 20 more women to 
make shoes, each for a few days, and then take out in wages for such clothes as they 
need. I may have to open the hostel as a place for these women to live as the refugee 
camp is said to be closing. The trouble is that without investigation the relief 
does not get to the right people. I have investigated all the people I have taken 
on and they all have no other means of support, The ereat difficulty is to get mae 
terials, I have had four men going 100 1i in the country to buy cloth. 


"There never was a time when our kind of work was needed more, since there 
are no other women's organizations here and no other cultural agencies except churches. 
I do not think we should start things on too permanent a base as of course the mili-~ 
tary situation may change, though this time I daresay the people who are here may 
stay, since not much worse can happen to them." 


KUNMING 


This new Y.".C.A, has a very attractive building, a lovely 
Fen --, Old house of fret work windows, painted panels and deco~ 
Livu ay MING ES rated beams. The last report tells of paint still wet, 
Ca Ene cee carpenters still hammering, but the office is functioning, 
rr secretaries at their desks, beds moving in for the hostel, 
Scusol the cook serving meals. There are to be two quite sepa~ 


‘ rate hostels, one for professional women, and one for 
Pas students. 






? The Governor has given $2,000 towards the finance 
' ae ae a ampai f late December, and another $2,000 has come as a 
N L -- APN tad Pte tig aclir (iui ats ’ » 
pusT Ria Work ~-TS THR! ~ memorial to finish the auditorium, library and class rooms. 
Due to the need of a public bath house for members the 
board has raised the budget to eight thousand dollars. 
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The general secretary writes: "Nothing has more pleased us than the response we got 
from the team workers. Two days after sending out our formal invitation, several 
answers came back with 'Yes.* Tomorrow night the team leaders are going to meet 

at the Returned Studentst Club. More than half of the leaders are prominent local 
women... 


"In regard to industrial work, it is just thrilling. For lack of space and 
leadership we could only take care of 150 girls. The rest have to wait for the next 
chance. It just made my heart ache when we refused to admit them. They come to 
the school five days a week and study two hours per day. The work is very similar 
to Shanghai, except all our leaders are volunteers. So far they are very responsible 
and conscientious. Two of them are University graduates, If we get more helpers 
we may start a night school for illiterate women in our new building." 


CHUNGKING 


The National rural staff will open two new rural centers, one near Chengtu 
and one at Ting Nan, near Chungking. In preparation for this work a rural confer- 
ence was held in Chungking in the middle of December. Twelve new rural workers were 
trained. Mildred writes - "The girls slept on the floor of the mass education class 
room at night and used our national noom in the day. We screened off the beds at 
One end and converted it into a meeting place! Maybe our 'closeness' physically 
contributed to our closeness in spirit and morale! Surely it was the best I've been 
to for a long time, We had the cream of the country for speakers ~ on Rural Economy, 
Mass Education, Work with Rural Women, National Problems, Cooperatives and Industri- 
al Projects, Plays and Songs, Leadership, Christian Fundamentals! I was proud of 
our groun right through it. Now they are off tonight ~- to Ting Nan where the ‘hsien 
chang’ (village head) is eagerly awaiting them with all the assistance and coopera-— 
tion he can give. Two of us are going later. Since work here is well started, we 
feel we must respond to the secretary in Chengtu, who has written she is waiting 
for us to start girls'clubs there. The annual meeting here will be held December 
30 and we will go immediately after." 


HONGKONG. 


The fighting in South China threw an enormous refugee burden on Hongkong. The 
Y.W,C.A,-had made for itself a strategic position in refugee work, and was immedi+ 
ately asked to take definite responsibilities such as running a modern program in 
the Government Civil Hospital camp as an experiment for the other government camps, 
taking charge of planning for money making, industrial work in five camps of some 
thousands each, providing mass education teachers in the camps. The general secre- 
tary served on the Governor's official Refugee Committee and also on the Emergency 
Refugee Council of voluntary agencies. The division of responsibility between these 
two groups was that the government provided for physical and msdical needs, and the 
voluntary group provided for welfare, educational, industrial needs and supplementary 
diet. A training course for the Y,WC.A. workers in camps was very successful, 


The National Industrial Secretary completed a fine project in setting up a 
thoroughgoing Industrial Department in place of a collection of isolated clubs. She 
helped select and train an Industrial Committee, as part of their training getting 
them to help survey the city for the location of industrial centers of work. She 
held training meetings with girl leaders in the clubs, and put on one week's intensive 


training course for mass education teachers in the Industrial Department. Regular 
work pushes the staff hard, with the girls' work officers training institute, stu- 
dent relief committee, helping Lingnan University girls fit into their refugee 
homes, education classes for women, and a hostel running over. A mass of war work 
crowds the building day and night, classes in air raid protection, first aid, the 
making of garments and hospital supplies, sorting of garments for refugees and cole 
lecting money. 


The secretaries are in much demand for cooperation with other groups where 
their experience on organizational problems is valued. Recently the Y.W,C,A. was 
the scene of a huge exhibition of articles to be sent to Paris and New York for 
bazaars to raise money for China. 


CANTON 


The building and staff of the Y.W.C,A. all survived the 
fall of Canton. The building is empty, with two gate 
keepers guarding it, under the care of some of the mise 
sion group. The board voted that work in the city was 
impossible. Since the city was so marvelously evacuated, 
the refugee situation is well taken care of by the mis- 
sion group. The Canton Y.W.C.A. decided to be a mobile 
group working out from Hongkong and Macao, on mass educae 
tion, village work and refugees, By coincident Kam Tin, 
the village in the center of the New Territories chosen 
by the British Government as a center for refugees flee- 
ing from the Bias Bay area where the Japanese first landed in South China, happened 
also to have been chosen by the Canton Y,W.C.A, as a haven for their own lower ine 
come members to escape the bombing, The Y,W.C,A, rapidly readjusted its plans for 
the houses they had rented, and in cooperation with the Hongkong Y.W.C,A. set up a 
group of volunteer workers to live there on the spot and help with the refugees. 
The poor villagers had been subjected to some of the worst bombings in the world’s 
history, and came in shocked and footsore, Specially chosen Y.W.C,.A. volunteers 
also stood by the police on the border and explained in country dialect the govern- 
ment's plan for them. All the welfare work of that big camp of some 6,000 was done 
by the two Y.W.C.A,‘s. 





Later a huge influx of refugees came across the border from the north; the 
area around Macao was also filled with refugees, so that the need for workers was 
great. Special training seemed necessary, so that a training course was given by 
the Canton Y,W,.C,A. to some fifty women and girls, refugees themselves, teachers, 
nurses, and doctors. The course gave background on the present situation and shared 
with them the experience gained at Kam Tin, especially an attitude of respect to 
ward people made poor not by their own individual misfortune but by a common nation- 
al calamity, people ready to help work out their own salvation. A curriculum in 
mass education and plans for income+producing industrial work was given. The latest 
group of volunteers put to work are at Tsui Hang, Dr. Sun Yat Sents birthplace, in 
Chungshan district. 


AMOY 


The two secretaries in Amoy have charge of welfare work for the big refugee 
camp on the Island of Kulangsu, which was set up and maintained by a joint committee. 
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Very good schools are being run by a staff of volunteer teachers, secured and 
supervised by the Y.W.C.A. Everything seems clean, orderly and quiet, but the en- 
forced idleness and accompanying listlessness are hard to see. As yet no satisfac- 
tory solution has been arrived at, since there is no market for goods the refugees 
might make, and no raw materials. The better plan is clearly to send the people 

to the interior while there is still time. 


WUCHANG 


This is another refugee Y.W.C.A., which evacuated with the rest of the city, 
as near bag and baggage as the harassed staff could manage. They moved to En Shih, 
and are already settled in with a busy program going on. Such property as the piano 
and valuable furniture were stored in the concessions. The fate of the building is 
still unknown; it was left in the care of some foreign friends. Finances are pre- 
carious, with only money for four months left. Typical of such emigre situations 
is that the generai secretary is now planning to travel across two provinces to 
Chengtu for a board meeting where eight Wuchang board members are settled. The 
journey from Wuchang to En Shih, which before the fall of the Wuhan cities took 
nine days, took the secretaries thirty-two hard and hazardous days 


The work in En Shih already has four aspects, wartime social work, student 
work, relief work, and a hostel. The war work includes recruiting personne] and 
money, giving supplies to wounded soldiers, publicity, mass education classes, re- 
ligious education, first aid, recreation, social activities with outsiders, Stu» 
dent work gives an outlet for social service to students and provides them with de- 
votional services and recreation. Money making projects such as the weaving of 
towels come under relief work, as does introducing clients to jobs and to elinics, 
The hostel is just beginning and already has five people moved in. 


TIENTSIN 


The general secretary here writes of the great interest and satisfaction the 
staff has had in the piece of refugee work which was their part under the National 
Christian War Relief Committee. Assigned to do the rural relief work in 17 sur~ 
rounding counties, the staff undertook to do the investigating themselves, Although 
it was hard and tiring, the staff found it a very rewarding experience, The refue~ 
gees were given hours of study each day, as well as corn flour and padded garments. 

A thriftebox movement was started to collect money, which worked very successfully. 


Regular activities in the adult education department have thrived so that an 
additional staff member is being added for this work in February. Fifty members of 
a new Business Girls* Club, under a very responsible president, win this comment 
from the general secretary: "If every club carried on so beautifully, I would be 
Satisfied and glad," There is also a mothers’! club, a Feking opera class, a quen 
chu club, a reading club so successful two more are opening, a student dramatic club 
and a home women's program of interest groups. The Industrial Department has not 
fared so well. Some of their centers outside the concessions had to close; martial 
Jaw curtails attendance. However there are 120 in the free school, some 90 in night 
sthool, and club work is still going on. The education department, with English, 
typing, cooking and sewing, also has a students* club and weekly assembly. There 
is a kindergarten of 80 youngsters, and a primary school which has just received two 
substantial memorial gifts, The hostel is fully occupied, its 43 members getting to-~ 
gether in a monthly social. 


TSINAN 


After being closed for ten months following the capture of the city, the Y.W.C.,A, 
has reopened. This decision was made following an investigation into the condition 
of women. Home women and school girls had no outlet in activities and a hostel was 
needed. In November, in a new location, a small building was opened, There are two 
court yards, Around one is the office, parlour, hostel, dining room and kitchen. 
Around the other is a kindergarten, which opened with 20 children, the only one in 
town, and rooms for mothers' clubs and classes, education classes, religious discus- 
sions, a singing club and a women's day school. The old building has been rented to 
an American firm which covers rent and taxes on the new place. 









PEIPING 

Lelia Hinkley has left on a long overdue furlough, and 
PEI P/NG through great good fortune was able to turn responsibili- 
| ties over to Miss Margaret Barnes, loaned to the Y.W.C.A. 
| by the American Presbyterian Mission. From the following 
YW. Ascii 
i Lape report in Miss Barnes’ own words, you can judge how ably 
| CHRISTMAS she is taking hold. 


"THE AFTERNOON BEFORE CHRISTMAS ~ The Christmas Party for 
the membership was very like a family party this year, 

One of the Directors acted as chairman, and spoke gracious-— 
ly and earnestly of the meaning of Christmas and our out» 
reach of loving ministration at that time. Each succeeding number onthe program was 
the gift of some section of the Y.W.C.A. family activities. A rug factory night school 
girl read the Christmas message from the Bible, and her schoolmates sang. <A member 

of the girls* club, here at the headquarters, told a Christmas story. There were two 
Christmas plays in English by the English club and class. One of the English class 
Sirls was Santa Claus, and she dispensed very simple sweets and nuts in green net 
Christmas stockings that had been sewed with red yarn by the girls club and their 
leader. Santa Claus received gifts of money and toys which were given to the Deaf 

and Dumb School children. 


"SUNDAY MORNING B&FORE CHRISTMAS ~ The imposing Auditorium fills with little 
Free School children, who sit so wellemannered, quietly sniffing and cOughing in a 
way that indicates more bean milk in their morning bowls at the Free School. Minia~ 
ture aristocrats in knitted dresses and caps and leggings are most attentively present- 
ed at the stage door by their personal attendants, They are from a private kinder- 
gearten, and they come to bring tableaux and dramatizations of the Christmas shepherds, 
wise men and manger. Well regimented boys march in from a private school with their 
teacher leader and give several admirable orchestral selections. The University and 
academy student teachers of the Free Sunday School conduct the service, and one of 
them tells the meaning of Christmas beautifully. But there was perhaps no presenta 
‘Lon more fervent or sweetesounding than the songs of the guest Sunday School children 
sLemselves. And there was no more poignantly suggestive act than that of the cold 
-ittle girl going out through the gate, who snatched up so carefully a few inches of 
72! string and a bit of torn paper that had fallen from another's bag of peanuts, 


"CHRISTMAS SUNDAY VESPER ~ The hostel guests with several neighbors who join 
often in the Wednesday evening song, and Sunday Vesper, prepared this service of wore 
snip and praise. One gave her interpretation of Christmas; the Adult Activities secre- 
tary sang a carol sweetly; and everyone sang carols together, Then on a stage covered 


Ce 


with dry grasses and tree branches, against a background of green foliage trees a 
little dramatization was given," 


MIDWINTER CONFERENCES 


Chungking becomes the center of several midwinter Y.W.C.A. conferences during 
the month of March. Miss Rose Terlin is to be the chief resource person throughout, 


March 3-6 = Volunteers Regional Conference 
" $8 -— Staff Setting-Up Conference 
" 9-12 ~ Study Conference with Miss Terlin 
" 13~18 — Student and Girls* Work Secretariest Training 


Institute 
RURAL DEPARTMENT NEWS 


An air mail letter from the rural secretary working in Tsian, Tungnan, in 
Szechuan province tells of certain practical projects undertaken in this new rural 
center - the rapid spread of literacy by teaching Hsin Wen Tzu (latinized alphabet), 
the raising of Angora rabbits for wool, the crossebreeding of black and white pigs 
to increase the economic income of the people = and a vital interest in furthering 
consumers* and producers! cooperative societies. She speaks of life “so full of ine 
teresting work that there is little time to write." 


Foreign Division 
March 28, 1939 


FUTTING THIS MATERIAL TO WORK 


From industrial workers* classes in Kunming to a Christmas party for the 
little children of the occupied city of Peiping -— the Y.W.C.A. program of China 
is presented here in rich variety and impelling vigor. This report from the Nation~ 
al Y.W.C.A. of China makes available to us, not only news of our Association in that 
country, but infinite possibilities for program building in the area of world fellow~ 
shipe 


FOR A MEMBERSHIP MBETING: A meeting of the China staff might be dramatized, with 
Maud Russell reporting on the Association in Kweiyang, Mildred Owen describing pro- 
gress in Chungking, Margaret Barnes bringing news from Peiping, and so on. If you 
would like more details of the work and the background of these American secretaries, 
the Foreign Division, 600 Lexington Avenue, New York City, will be glad to supply 
"pen pictures" of them. A full report of the Y.W.C.A. in China could be interesting- 
ly presented in this dramatized panel discussion, 


GIRL RESERVE CLUBS: What younger girls in China are doing in refugee camps, in 
Y.W.C.A. classes, in occupied areas such as Peiping, in the kindergarten work of 
some of the Y,W.C.A, centers - any of these may be dramatized or recounted for a 
World Fellowship program. 


FOR INDUSTRIAL CLUBS: A series of two or three skits presenting the problems of 
industrial girls in the Associations in Kunming, in Tientsin, and in Hongkong, 
would be an effective way of bringing the membership closer to their fellow members 
in China, 


FOR BUSINESS GIRLS: A conversation between a business girl in your own club and 
a girl impersonating a Chinese business girl could be built around the theme "Edue 
cation for Democracy” or "Building a Program in Time of Crisis." This gould be 
based upon the reports here of mass education, formation of cooperatives, training 
of rural workers, work with refugees. Especially valuable would be an explanation 
by the American girl of the ways in which her group is working in these directions, 


FOR FINANCE PROJECTS: Sharing in the regular China budget items plus a special 
emergency fund ($47 ,000 in all) which will be raised for China in 1949 will probably 
be a part of your interpretation of the Y.W.C.A. of China. The report from any one 
of the centers contains challenging possibilities for those who are sharing in the 
support of the work of the Y.W.C.A, in China, whether the contribution is $5, $75, 
or $500. Some of these needs are: 


1. Kweiyang: securing a hostel, beginning mass education program 

2. Changsha: mass education work, support of refugees 

4. Kunming: providing public bath house, expansion of industrial 

education 

4. Chungking; education program and leadership training 

iL Hongkong: industrial training classes, support of refugees 
« Canton: provision for refugees, extension work 

fs Wuchangeg: provision for refugees, social work 
« Tientsin: adult education, kindergarten, hostel 

9. Tsinan: adult education, kindergarten work 

10, Rural Department: mass education, cooperatives 
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